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Pat McKeage A Passing through 
(for Paul) 
First a tunnel, 

heavy 

like molten lead, 

tapering-

a bearing down, 

then a sphere 

of orbiting particles, 

each particle 

a sheen 

of ancient light-

a passing through, 

recharged-

mind inflamed 

rehearsing new languages, 

body smoky 

dancing between the suns, 

pivoting upon the moons, 

then a shaking out, 

the universe 

like a stretched out table, 

ringed by candlelight-

I am given a candle, 

a chair. 
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